Along with the weeds that grow with the bhakti-lata, 

> Srila Prabhupada mentioned that sometimes the weed 
> looks exactly like the creeper of devotion. Still, the 

> diligent devotee must distinguish between the creeper 
> and the weeds and uproot them. Yet even a person of 
> very keen intelligence may not be able to discriminate 
> between the weed and the real thing. One may argue 
> that this means we can only succeed by the mercy of 
> the Lord, which is a fact, but mercy is proportionate 

> to our sincere endeavor. In this connection the sastra 
says (Mundaka Up.): 


nayam atma pravacanena labhyo 

na medhaya na bahuna srutena 

yam evaisha vrinute tena labhyas 
tasyaisha atma vivrinute tanum svam 


(give translation) 
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> athapi te deva padambuja-dvaya- 

> 

> prasada- lesanugrihita eva hi 

> 

> janati tattvam bhagavan mahimno 

> 

> na canya eko'pi ciram vicinvan 

> 

> My Lord, if one is favored by even a slight trace of 

> the mercy of Your lotus feet, he can understand the 

> greatness of Your personality. But those who speculate 
> to understand the Supreme Personality of Godhead are 
> unable to know You, even though they continue to study 
> the Vedas for many years. 

> 

> (Bhag. 10.14.29) 

> 

> "These verses confirm that without the mercy of the 

> Lord success in Krishna consciousness is impossible. 

> But mercy is not given indiscriminately. While it is 

> the main element in our success, it is not the only 

> element. Sometimes we confuse these two ideas?main 
> consideration and only consideration. Milk and rice 

> are the main ingredients in sweet rice, but they are 
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> 


not the only ingredients. Without sugar, we have no 
sweet rice. Similarly, the mercy or grace of the Lord 

is the main element of success in bhakti-yoga, but 
generally that is proportionate to our endeavor. If 

mercy was dispensed indiscriminately there would be 
many more pure devotees in the world. The Lord's mercy 
is given to those who qualify by exerting themselves 

in the service of the Lord. " 


The subtle nature of the varieties of mixed devotional 
service or weeds is no excuse for us not to apply 
ourselves. Indeed, Srila Prabhupada taught us that the 
Lord helps those who help themselves. We must try and 
understand what kinds of weeds are possible and how 
they may be recognized. Naturally, if it looks like 

the real creeper one may think one is right on target 
towards pure devotional service. 


In Caitanya-caritamrita | came across a purport that 
helped me to understand how a weed can "look exactly 
like the creeper of devotion". The purport is in 
Madhya-lila, Chapter Six, in the chapter called The 
Liberation of Sarvabhuma Bhattacarya. Srila Prabhupada 
is discussing the different types of liberation and 

how a pure devotee does not care for any of them 
because a pure devotee just wants to serve Krishna in 
any condition, birth after birth. The verse reads: 


'sayujya' sunite bhaktera haya ghrina-bhaya 
naraka vanchaye, tabu sayujya na laya 


A pure devotee does not like even to hear about 
sayujya-mukti, which inspires him with fear and 
hatred. Indeed, the pure devotee would rather go to 
hell than merge into the effulgence of the Lord. (Text 
268) 


Purport: 


"Srila Prabodhananda Sarasvati has sung: kaivalyam 
narakayate. The impersonalist's conception of becoming 
one with the effulgence of the Lord is exactly like 

hell. Therefore, of the five types of liberation, the 

first four (salokya, samipya, Sarupya and sarishti) 


> are not so undesirable because they can be avenues of 
service to the Lord. Nonetheless, a pure devotee of 
Lord Krishna rejects even these types of liberation; 
he only aspires to serve Krishna birth after birth. He 
is not very interested in stopping the repetition of 
birth, for he simply desires to serve the Lord, even 

in hellish circumstances. Consequently the pure 
devotee hates and fears sayujya-mukti, merging into 
the effulgence of the Lord. This merging is due to an 
offense committed against the transcendental loving 
service of the Lord, and therefore it is not at all 
desirable for a pure devotee." 


Here we find Srila Prabhupada giving us the ultimate 
standard of pure devotion to Krishna: that of service. 
The sole motive of an advanced and pure devotee is to 
render service to the Lord. Hence although four out of 
the five types of liberation "are not so undesirable 
because they can be avenues of service to the Lord," 
ultiimately, a genuinely pure devotee finds even five 
liberations below the standard. A truly advanced 
devotee, one who is convinced of his constitutional 
position as the eternal servant of the Lord, "is not 
very interested in stopping the repetition of birth." 


What does he want? A pure devotee simply wants to 
serve Krishna in any circumstances. Hell, heaven, 
Goloka, this earthly plane?it makes no difference to a 
sold out devotee. Prabhupada writes, "He only aspires 
to serve Krishna birth after birth." This is the 

meaning of an unconditional service attitude. 
Therefore Lord Caitanya prays, mama janmani 
janmanisvare bhavatad bhaktir ahaituki tvayi. "My 
Lord, let Me have Your unmotivated devotional service 
birth after birth." In a conversation, Srila 

Prabhupada explains the same point (Bombay, Sept. 
1973): 


... İf one is fully Krishna conscious, he has no 

other business than to glorify Krishna. He's already 

in Vaikuntha. Therefore Krishna bhakta doesn't require 
any mukti. . .mukti's serving him. Just like Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu says, mama janmani janmani. Birth after 
> birth... So he's already mukta; he's already in 

> Vaikuntha. 

> 
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> This is a highly significant point. It means that even 

> the desire to join Krishna's Goloka pastimes can be a 
> weed if it is for some selfish motive instead of a 

> service desire. How is that? Because one may desire to 
> go to Goloka, to become a gopi for instance, not 

> because of the service opportunity, but to get out of 
> the material world. It is a desire for liberation with 

> a twist. Krishna's service is involved, but His 

service is not one's real motive. Liberation from 
suffering is the real motive. This is not pure 
devotional service. It is a selfish desire far more 
subtle than the desire to be known as a great devotee 
or a rasika Vaishnava. 


The desire for liberation instills fear and hatred in 

a genuine devotee according to the above purport. If | 
do not desire liberation, however, if | have the right 
destination in mind, Goloka Vrindavana, and service in 
the mood of the gopis, but my motive is wrong, then 
the the matter is more complex, more subtle, and the 
error far more difficult to detect. Since the 
appearance of pure devotional service is there, | may 
never experience fear and hatred for such a mixed 
desire. One may frame his desires in the very best 
devotional language and others may confirm that one is 
on the path chalked out by the Gosvamis, but the 
ultimate consideration is one's motive. The risk, 
owing to the power of rationalization, is that | may 
not consciously recognize that | am motivated by my 
ridding myself of material suffering rather than the 
service opportunity. One's desire falls short of pure 
devotional service, but everything seems like it is 

the purest devotional service. All the philosophy is 
right; the only thing wrong is the motive in my heart. 
Actually, | have a weed that looks exactly like the 
creeper of unalloyed devotional service. My inner 
consciousness is still I-centered rather than 
Krishna-centered. 


Another example of having this wrong motive about the 
right destination is the ego-driven aspiration to be 

at the top in the spiritual hierarchy. If one is 

habituated to always being at the top in all 

endeavors, one may also desire to be at the top of the 
spiritual hierarchy?not because of a pure desire to do 
service, but to be the best. 


VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV 


> 
> 


VVVVVVVVVVVVVVV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV V VV 


This problem of motive becomes quite clear when one 
studies Lord Kapila's instructions on mixed devotional 
service. Many of the symptoms given there deal with 
the motive of the performer. In bhakti-yoga motive is 
very important. To be motivated in the early stages of 
the process by the idea of liberation from material 
suffering is acceptable as per the catur-vidha 
bhajante mam verse. But this motive must be given up 
in the later stages of progress as one sees that 
service to Krishna for the sake of service itself is 

the ultimate motive. Narayana- parah sarve na 
kutascana bibhyati svargapavarga-narakeshvapi 
tulyartha- darsinah. The gopis showed this level of 
commitment when asked to give the dust of their feet 
for curing Krishna's headache. 


This explains why Prabhupada emphasizes that first of 
all one must be liberated. After one is free from the 
bodily concept, the desire to join Krishna's pastimes 

in a particular capacity is certified pure, because at 
that stage one is qualified to have the right motive. 

In Caitanya-caritamrita, Madhya-lila 14. 158 purport, 
Prabhupada writes: 


Lord Krishna's lusty desires and all His dealings with 
the gopis are on the spiritual platform. One has to be 
transcendentally realized before even considering 
relishing the pastimes of Krishna with the gopis. One 
who is on the mundane platform must first purify 
himself by following the regulative principles. Only 
then can he try to understand Krishna and the gopis. 


From this we can understand that a liberated devotee 
cannot have any tinge of material motive. So the first 
order of business is to become liberated. That stage 

is not so esoteric as many devotees assume. Srila Rupa 
Gosvami has given the fundamental requirements in this 
verse: 


iha yasya harer dasye 
karmana manasa gira 


nikhilasv apy avasthasu 


> jivan-muktah sa ucyate 

> 

> When one achieves this as the minimum requirement, 
> then one is eligible for the next stage of devotional 

> service. The self-honesty required for one to say that 
> his mind is fully engaged in Krishna's service and 

> free of the lower modes of nature is not a cheap 

> thing. Without being liberated, | cannot be cent 

> percent sure what is my motive for my desire to join 
> Krishna's pastimes. | could be fooling myself. It is a 
well-established fact that the conscious mind has an 
uncanny capacity to rationalize our desires without 
any awareness of our real desires embedded in our 
subconscious. There is no need to take this risk. The 
safe method, the prudent method, the method 
recommended by Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu, who is 
Krishna Himself showing us how to be a devotee, is to 
pray for pure devotional service birth after birth, 
mama janmani janmanisvare. When we have that to our 
certain credit, we can then set our sights on our next 
objective. 
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In this connection, Srila Prabhupada often used the 

> example of law college. No one is allowed to enroll in 
> law college unless he is a graduate. In the same way, 
> one must be liberated from all material desires, a 

> graduate, before he can go on to the higher level of 

> Spiritual attainment. "First deserve, then desire." In 

> terms of the above purport, first one must achieve the 
> perfection of being fixed in pure devotional service 

> birth after birth, then he can aspire to move on. This 
> is the safe way to progress on the razor's edge and 

> qualify for entering Krishna's Goloka pastimes. 

> 

> By study and analysis of this chapter one can easily 

> appreciate how it is that a weed "exactly like the 

> creeper of devotion" can come up. The gardener of the 
> creeper of devotional service must be on the lookout 
> for such weeds and uproot them as soon as they are 
> discovered. Though one may fall short, if one 

> sincerely endeavors, Krishna says, "I shall carry what 
> you lack and preserve what you have." He will help us 
> to spot these weeds that appear like the real 

> bhakti-lata, but we must be looking for them. Our 

> prayer must be accompanied by our endeavor. 


